BRIEF REPORT — 8" DOMINICAN ASIA PACIFIC JUSTICE, PEACE & CARE OF CR EATION CONFERENCE
Sawangan, West Java, Indonesia. 4-9 July, 2010.

The passing of yet another milestone in the journey of promoting Dominitidarigg in mission in our region was
celebrated in early July. This was the very successful 8th Rediastide, Peace and Care of Creation (JPCC)
Conference held at a retreat centre at Sawangan, a picturesque tiagabseiut two hours by car from Jakarta near
Depok.

The Conference theme, following the trafficking theme of the 2006 Taiwafet@nce, was:
“Human Labour is a gift; Unjust Labour is a scourge.
Suffering Labourers, the Human face of the Suffering God.”

Over fifty participants represented 10 countries: 31 Sisters, 9 mewibtre Dominican Laity, and 9 Friars, with a
few people coming and going. We regretted that no representatives from Radigtan ,Iraq, Taiwan , Solomon
Islands and New Zealand could be present, and intending Sri Lankans were blockea frpMems. Australians
included Sr Mary Ryan op (WA), Sr Rose Mary Kinne op, Margaret O’Shea, Anne and Jbims Gifastern
Australia), Fr Luke Rawlings op, and Sr Gabrielle Kelly op (SA).

On Sunday evening, 4 Julythe Indonesians welcomed us with a heart-warming cultural and liturgieahaey.
The Bishop of Bandung presided at the Eucharist, the children of the Borttahage (conducted by the Sisters),
in traditional Javanese garb, delighted us with dance and song, organisgpealets were presented with a
special Indonesian blessing scarf, and a banquqt was enjoyed by all.




On Monday morning, 5 July, the International Co-Promoters, Fr Carlos Rodriguez Linera op and Sr Toisi Har
op spoke, respectively, on the biblical foundations of work as a gift and anglesmsil on Catholic Social
Teaching, with brief accounts of notable Dominicans in the field. Zepafs were presented. For Pacific Zone
D, Fr Andrei Kurniawan spoke to the Indonesian Report; Sr Wendy Mea spoke about &ste; Sr Rose Mary
Kinne delivered the Solomon Island Report, and Sr Mary Ryan (in a Kiwi-alisstrcommunity) spoke to both the
Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand Reports — in the absence of any Nandgea

In the afternoon, the theology of suffering was expertly addressed by Sr Kathleen McManus opiafess
Professor of Theology at the University of Portland, Oregon, in thedJ8ittes. Kathleen’s earlier doctoral
studies had focussed on the work of Edward Schillebeeckx, whose theology asalytibound up with the
experience of suffering in our world. Both that background, and Kathleen’s ongeg®ych into the experience of
women’s suffering within the institutional church, equipped her well to addvemen’s experience of negative
contrast in, a) the global suffering of women in poverty, and b) the spiritffieting of women in the church - in
the light of Schillebeeckx’s phenomenological method. [The text of Katldesessions will not be available until a
little later, since the material was drawn from articles sodretpublished.]

On Tuesday 6 July the day of ‘exposure’, participants in 5 groups visited different centregvityglim boarding
schools pesantrehin the vicinity of Jakarta; factory workers; residents at a Wosn@€risis Centre, and a
government Social Department.

Margaret O’Shea was in the group that visitgetsantren- 700 boarding students from ages c¢.12-30. Her group
‘spoke’ with about 20 of them — young men and young women - and 3 male leaders. The yoeng wo
(secondary age, and post-secondary, as far as we could tell) were congigietyin black, eyes only showing...
Their leaders were most pleased that Christians had come to visit] hedtea delicious midday meal, and
afterwards, opened the proceedings to questions and comments.

Anne and John Gibbins also visitegesantren The Director was hosting a conference of young people working
in social service as an inter-faith community. The Director was mogiumo assure us that Islam is promoting
peace and tolerance. They served us a delicious lunch after whichcaigSovernment Congressman invited all
to his office for more refreshment.

Sr Rose Mary and Fr Luke visited the Social Department Centre of the $imlo@overnment where Indonesian
deportees from Malaysia are housed before returning to their homes. Local woea@ngdomestic violence stay
here with their children until their husbands are ‘processed’ by the plbheas ‘low security’ — no barbed wire !
About 25 men and 8 women and children gathered to meet us and Fr Rofandi op offered Masg,aae m
Catholics from Flores. Most deportees owed money to ‘brokers’ working on tinemoside of the Indonesian
archipelago. This network provides labour, legal and illegal, foaj#n plantations and domestic servants for
households. Many deportees had suffered abuse and had not received wages.

Sr Mary Ryan was in the group that visited a crisis centre for the ligditadn of overseas workers rescued from
exploitation. These women have been maids working mainly in the Middle Hasttype of work is undertaken
because of poverty and is seen as a way to earn good money to send home to sugpoiligei Due to the
harsh working conditions and ill-treatment and physical and sexual abuse many exonatized and suffer
from depression anxiety and other mental illnesses. Their employers pubihee plane and send them back to
Indonesia, often without their identity papers and no wages. They are asseasudriigl health team on arrival
and when necessary sent to the psychiatric ward of the governmentiHospieatment which can last from 2
weeks to 3 months. They are then reunited with their family. If the famignttagant often they are taken by the
“brokers” and sent to another employer! Some women had been back oversess 3 tim

In the evening of this day, in the grounds of the Sisters’ Boncel orphanage niesl [@aree in a brief prayer
ceremony, recognising the 2&nniversary of the JPCC network in our Region.

On Wednesday 7 Julywe heard from Indonesian and regional experts on the difficulties aftibarlsituation in
Indonesia and the region. Participants at the conference then made quaastes to how they might address the
situation in their local areas. Australians present recogniseduhaountry, while far from perfect, does not suffer
the same degree of worker injustice, and addressed our local agendacugésifon the injustice to refugees and
migrant workers and resolved to continue working for Human Rights and forametion of education in justice.
We also focused on working to build a sustainable future by joining other grgingsto change policies that are
unjust.



On Thursday 8 July, the International Co-Promoters shared briefly about the diversity ofrzaniJPCC
activities around the world, about the work of our Dominican represerstaivbe UN in both Geneva and New
York, and emphasised again that the work of justice and care of creatiomisopitonal extra, but integral to
everything we are and do.

Then followed aeview of roles and zonal structure for the Asia Pacific RegianThe current Regional Co-
Promoters, Sr Rosa Yaya op and Fr Bien Trinilla op (Philippines), introducedski®n, sharing their experience
of positive aspects and difficulties, and gave the background to the proposati{é meeting of November 2008)
that Indonesia might want to consider changing to the Southeast Asia Zone (fi@atificZone). Zone Liaison
persons (only 2 of us out of 4 were present) also shared positives andtiifficalll were then invited to discuss
in country groups whether they wished to make any changes to present Zogeraerats. All participants chose
to remain in their present Zone.

Zone Liaison persons were then confirmed or appointed. Indonesians, East Tamdrégestralians present asked
Sr Gabirielle to continue in that role for the Pacific Zone — and shelyragpéed to continue as long as she can.

Thursday evening was given to a ‘cultural night’ of singing, dancing andajenerriment.

On Friday 9" July, the Conference Statement was approved , and suggestions invited for thenfienence
theme, the next venue and the next Regional Co-Promoters. All agreed tfathndélogue should be the next
conference theme. Since the new Indonesian friars have establishedandon€alimantan, a Centre for
Research in Interfaith Dialogue (CRID), the suggestion that the nexé® Pontianak was endorsed. It was a
little more difficult to settle on new Co-Promoters. The Philippines, thoifgdtdgwith many Dominicans, felt they
should not do it again, since they have served for the past 2 terms of 4 yedrshe/ihcouragement of all
present, and after overnight discernment, to the joy of all, the Indones@ame the role. Sr Hermine Nurhayani
op (who spent some months in Darwin with Gabrielle’s community last year) akebFeas Kurniawan op
(ordained a year ago, and a key person in organising'tt@®8ference) — andsident in Pontianak - are Regional
Co-Promoters for the next 4 years.

The new Co-Promoters intend to establish a new Regional JPCC welsiteews, reports and other information.
We hope this website will encourage participation of Dominican Family menfioen different countries in
projects in this region.

As always at these gatherings, it is the personal experience of beng ¢he wider Dominican Family that is
mutually life-giving, though difficult to communicate and share to good effElce reality is that all local
Dominican life is part of this larger mosaic.



CONFERENCE STATEMENT

In grateful celebration of the @nniversary of our togetherness in working for Justice, Peace and @reatibn
in the Asia-Pacific region, and in joyful anticipation of the '88undation anniversary of the Order of Preachers,
We, the Dominican Family, have gathered in Sawangan, West Java, Indonesia,§bdBHCC Conference to

reflect on the issues concerning the dignity of human labor.
Acknowledging the realities of unjust labor as a scourge, we re-commitvas $e@ the prophetic path of St.

Dominic, to recover the dignity of human labor as a gift.

We therefore resolve:
1. To bring the Good News to all laborers who are the human face of the suffering God;

2. To challenge unjust political, economic, social, cultural and religiouststascthat deprive people of their
human rights and dignity;
a. Through education as a universal priority, and
b. According to the particular country plans of this Conference;
3. To work for sustainable development to preserve the Earth that nurtuaed;us
4. To recognize and respect the richness of each culture that rdilettsauty and goodness of God’s
creation.

Trusting in the continuing efforts of each member of the Dominican Familyin God’s compassionate
providence, we express our profound hope for the realization of these resolutions.

Based on the report of Sr Gabrielle Kelly. apodified by Anne Gibbins, Rose Mary Kinne, Margaret O'Shea and
Mary Ryan.

See press releases Union of Asian Catholic Newdy 6 and July 13; ‘Dominicans fight for dignity labor’.



